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Where’s my nose
gone? Brave boy
gets a normal life

Smoking’s
new risk
CHILDREN whose
mothers smoke while
pregnant face a greater
risk of a heart attack or
stroke when they grow
up, research shows.
The children were
found to have lower
levels of a type of cholesterol that protects
against heart disease
compared with those
born to non-smokers.
The University of Sydney’s Scandrett professor of cardiology, David
Celermajer, led the research, which examined
more than 400 eightyear-olds.
He estimated that children born to smokers
faced a 10-to-15 per cent
higher risk of developing
coronary disease.
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MARTINHO Ronaldo’s
father had just two wishes
before he died – that his son’s
nose be fixed and that he be
baptised.
Both have now come true
in Adelaide – Martinho was
baptised in the Women’s and
Children’s Hospital chapel on
Easter Sunday just days
before undergoing lifechanging craniofacial and
reconstructive surgery.
Funded by the government
and Children First Foundation – the same charity
involved in the separation of
Bangladeshi twins Trishna
and Krishna – Martinho ar-

rived in Australia with his
mother, Elsa Sanchez, for
surgery in mid-April. His father passed away suddenly
last year.
Children First SA volunteer
Sharon Murdock, who has coordinated the family’s Adelaide stay, said Martinho was
‘‘quite a bright boy’’.
‘‘The first thing he asked
when he woke up from surgery was ‘where has my nose
gone?’,’’ she said.
The surgery means that
Martinho and his brother
Pedro, 7, will be able to attend
school when they return to
East Timor soon.
‘‘Now he has a chance at a
normal life, it is life-changing
for the family,’’ she said.

She said disabilities often
caused stigma among villagers who do not understand
the condition and Mrs
Sanchez had kept her sons
home from school because
she feared Martinho could be
bullied or hurt.
Craniofacial surgeon Dr
Mark Moore discovered
Martinho last November at
an AusAID-sponsored clinic
run by the Royal Australasian
College of Surgeons in East
Timor.
‘‘He had fronto ethomoidal
encephalocele. . . he was obviously a case that couldn’t be
done there, so we got his
details, took photos and
brought that information
back here,’’ Dr Moore said.
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Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam
and other parts of Asia.
‘‘Martinho should function
normally now and be able to
go to school and have a
normal existence,’’ he said.
In August, Dr Moore will
return to work in clinics in
East Timor and will check up
on Martinho.
Children First SA is hosting
a fundraising lunch on Friday,
August 12. Call Von Shepherd
on 0417 723 826 to book.

The doctor and his team
took about three hours to
remove the bulge – a birth
defect created by a hole in the
bone of the forehead – on
May 10.
‘‘It is a sort of herniation of
brain tissue and fluid from
around the brain,’’ Dr Moore
said.
‘‘It’s like a sack . . . inside
is some fluid and abnormal
brain tissue which is not
needed or functioning.
‘‘It was a matter of removing that very obvious
protrusion and repairing
the layers and replacing
the bone.’’
Dr Moore said the cause of
the condition was unknown
and peculiar to Indonesia,
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Martinho thanks Adelaide
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JACKASS TV star Ryan
Dunn was killed early
yesterday in a fiery car
crash in the US.
The 34-year-old was
driving his Porsche
when it flipped over a
guardrail and crashed
into woods before bursting into flames.
A passenger, Zachary
Hartwell, 30, also was
killed.
Speed may have been
a factor in the crash,
police said.
A massive tyre skid
marked where the car
left the roadway.
Dunn and Hartwell
were severely burned.
Police were able to
identify Dunn through
his tattoos and hair.
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LOOKING AHEAD: Martinho Ronaldo yesterday, who will now be able to attend school and, inset, before the surgery.
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New Venue Adelaide Showground, Wayville
June 23 to 26 www.adelaideboatshow.com.au
Tomorrow 10am to 6pm, Fri & Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 10am to 6pm
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